
WOODLANDS NORTH HOA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETINGS MINUTES 
Via Video Conference 

Tuesday, February 16, 2021 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

HOA President Ben Gale called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Ben Gale  Ann Schneider  Diane DiSebastian Jing Huang  
Alissa Charters  Bill Conover  Essam Khraizat  Shahid Siddiqui 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Two residents attended to express concerns about the replacement of the spring animals and to provide 
input on the possible installation of trash cans in the park.  The two residents feel that the existing 
equipment satisfies all age groups and they would be in favor of removing the spring animals and 
replacing the area with grass and planting trees for shade.  Neighborhood children expressed an 
overwhelming interest in some kind of climbing structure/monkey bars but the lowest structure 
available is 6 feet 10 inches tall which is deemed to be too tall for the existing age group of 2 – 5.  The 
next best option is the Orb Rocker which was seen in person at a park at 6 Mile and Merriman by Board 
member Schneider and one of the residents and both feel this would be a good fit for the space and 
would be fun for the kids.  One Board member would like the spring animal area replaced with grass or 
moved to the middle of the common area and would like the seating area/benches moved as well.  This 
would substantially increase both the scope and the cost of the project since the benches are bolted to a 
concrete foundation, the paver patio would have to be removed and reinstalled, and the mulch bed 
under the spring animals are excavated 18 - 24 inches deep to allow for proper cushioning for falls.  Also, 
as far as complete removal of the equipment is concerned, the subdivision charter obligates the Board 
to seek approval from Northville Township prior to the removal of any amenities installed by Pulte 
during the initial development of the subdivision.  Board President Gale feels that substantial changes 
should fall under the development of a master plan and are beyond the scope of what needs to be 
accomplished at this point in time.  The Board feels the Orb Rocker is the best solution for the space and 
is willing to plant several large trees to provide additional shade and screening.  Resident Lynne 
Mosteller will assist the Board in the placement of the trees (thank you Lynne).   
 

  



Motion 
Motion was moved by Ann Schneider to replace the spring animals with the Orb Rocker at an 
approximate cost of $13,500 and to plant several large trees at an expected cost of $4500.  The entire 
project is not to exceed $18,000.  Motion was seconded by Diane DiSebastian and the motion carried 7 
– 1.   
 
 
 
Discussion moved on to the potential installation of trash cans in the common area.  The two residents 
that attended are highly opposed due to the possibility of the can being an eyesore, blowing trash, 
critters, and bees and they question whether the cans will really help with the litter problem caused by 
older kids/teenagers.  The $1500/year cost associated with regular emptying of the cans is a real cost to 
the HOA.  The Board is not sold on the idea of trash cans although they have been requested by many 
other residents.  For now, the Board is going to postpone making a decision and use Summer 2021 to 
benchmark the amount of trash in the park and revisit the issue at a future date.   
 
The dues letters which went out to all residents on Jan 15 included an electronic communication waiver 
which has been signed and returned by about 45 residents.  Board President Gale questioned whether it 
would be acceptable to print emailed waivers as a pdf as proof of acceptance and the Board agrees this 
is not an issue.  Board President Gale will continue to push for electronic communications and is hoping 
most of the subdivision will choose to move in this direction.   
 
If possible, given the Covid situation, the Board would like to organize some social activities for the 
subdivision this summer and since our bylaws prevent the Board from using HOA funds, the Board 
would like to fund the events by asking for donations and any excess monies received would be donated 
to a local charity such as the Northville Civic Concern, the Northville Public Library, first responders etc.  
The HOA is a nonprofit organization, but is not a 501(c) so any donations would NOT be tax deductible. 
 
A resident expressed interest in the possibility of having a Woodlands North Facebook page.  The 
Facebook page would not be administered or sanctioned by the Board but it would provide a means for 
subdivision residents to socialize and communicate with one another.  A point was made that anything 
with the subdivision name on it will ultimately come back to the Board but a disclaimer can be placed on 
the site saying it’s for residents by residents.   
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
As of yesterday, 193 residents had paid (155 by check, 28 by Zelle, 10 by credit card) and this leaves 44 

outstanding however the mail seems to be running behind and more are expected to be received in the 

coming days.  Board member Schneider investigated other options for payment such as Venmo, Paypal 

and ACH but no additional payment options will be added at this time.   

Monthly bills and bank balances were reviewed and the budget is on track. 

 

  



MAINTENANCE REPORT  
 
The Aquaweed contract was received which included an optional bacterial treatment at a cost of $1800 
per year.  The bacterial treatment helps decrease the organic matter in the water and reduces the 
sludge that accumulates at the bottom of the pond.  This treatment was highly recommended to the 
HOA and may help postpone the need to eventually dredge the ponds.   
 

Motion 
Motion was moved by Ben Gale to spend $1800 on the bacterial pond treatment on a 1 year trial basis.  
If the expected benefits are not realized, it will not be renewed going forward.  Motion was seconded 
by Diane DiSebastian and the motion carried unanimously.   
 
 
There have been no salting and plowing issues that we’re aware of.  Begonia Brothers appreciated the 
positive feedback provided by resident Chris Roosen regarding the safe driving exhibited by their 
snowplow driver.  The Board has noticed a number of residents have been blowing their snow into the 
street which is a safety issue.  Any snow blown into the street should also be removed by the 
homeowner when they’re clearing their driveways.   
 
A contract has been signed with Davey Tree to treat the Bradford Pears in the subdivision next spring.   
 
Begonia Brothers will remove some dead trees when weather permits at a cost of $200. 
 
 
ARCHITECTURAL REPORT 
 
A covered patio and hot tub was approved for lot 5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Diane DiSebastian, HOA Secretary, 02/18/2021. 


