
Woodlands North Annual Meeting Minutes 

Video Conference 

5/18/2021 

 

CALL TO ORDER 7:33pm 

Board Members Present 

Ann Schneider, Essam Khraizat, Ben Gale, Al Twisselman, Alissa Charters, Jing Huang, Shahid Siddiqui, Bill 

Conover 

 

Board Members Not Present 

Diane DiSebastian 

 

Introductions of board members and attendees 

Reading of Mission Statement 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

President Ben Gale made several points.  The walking paths are aging.  Although they are sealed yearly, 

this will need to be addressed in the future. The HOA will be trimming all the common area trees, with 

an emphasis on any trees that have branches that reach onto the walking paths.  The board members 

have walked all the sidewalks in the neighborhood to assess the trees bordering the sidewalks.  

Reminder letters will soon be sent to residents whose trees are in need of trimming per township 

ordinances.  Ben reminded homeowners that sidewalks that have heaved more than 2 inches are the 

responsibility of the homeowner to fix. 

 

New playground equipment, an Orb Rocker, was installed this month, and the lone remaining spring 

animal was removed.  The Orb Rocker is similar to the old spring animals but is safer and an 

improvement on the old equipment. 

 

Ben also discussed ways to improve the neighborhood website and modernize communication.  The 

neighborhood bylaws require mailing of all official communications, but opting-in to electronic 

communication allows us to bypass the requirement for those who want it, while still mailing 

communications to residents who prefer it.  Electronic communication will save on both labor and 

postage. 

 



There is a new resident-run Facebook page. 

 

The Northville Township app is no longer available, so residents must use the township website now, 

which has the same functionality as the old app. 

 

The board treats the pond for algae and seaweed, but is exploring other options as well, such as a 

bacterial treatment to help with accumulated plant matter on the bottom.  Using our new irrigation 

system seems to help improve the pond appearance and water quality. 

 

Food trucks will be coming to our common area weekly on Thursdays starting May 27, 2021 from 4:30-

7:30pm.  They are at no cost to the HOA. 

 

Ben Gale, Ann Schneider, and Diane DiSebastian were all re-elected to the board.  Al moved to allow 

voting by acclimation and Essam Khraizat seconded the motion. 

 

MAINTENANCE REPORT 

Al Twisselman noted that the fall 2020 clean up was delayed due to the early snowstorm in November 

2020, but Begonia Brothers was able to finish the day after Christmas.  Begonia Brothers came out 

promptly for the spring clean up.  The neighborhood still has an issue with large dead trees.  We 

continue to cut them down if they pose any threat to homeowners, but if there is no threat, we let them 

fall. 

 

Begonia Brothers reset some of the pavers at the Sheldon Rd entrance last year because some were 

popping up. 

 

Midwest Maintenance did a pond inspection, which showed the pond and drains were in good shape.  

Begonia Brothers removed some materials in the filters.  Al and Ben both noted that the pond water 

quality is the best it has been in seven years. 

 

The HOA renewed the lawn maintenance contract with Begonia Brothers.  There was a 6.5% increase 

this year, which is the first increase in 10 years.  Al noted that Begonia Brothers has been a very 

responsive company. 

 



This is a half mulch year, which means just the entrances and islands in the streets will be mulched.  The 

flowers at the neighborhood entrances were planted on 5/18/2021. 

 

Al noted that for snow removal and salting, the HOA pays one set fee for any number of times for 

Begonia Brothers to come out.   

 

As for tree planting, the HOA hasn’t been planting many to ensure there were sufficient funds for the 

irrigation project.  As that is now complete, there will be 7-8 trees planted in the common area by the 

playground, and we are looking forward to getting back on a regular tree planting routine.  With regards 

to the irrigation project, the HOA is no longer bound by township ordinances on when it’s acceptable to 

water, which means we will be able to water more thoroughly.  Ben noted that the HOA will only water 

the playground common area overnight when people aren’t using it. 

 

Al reminded everyone to report maintenance issues via the website. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

President Ben Gale gave the treasurer’s report and noted that we have a healthy reserve due to strict 

budget management.  The HOA website allows for online payment of dues, but residents can also pay 

via Zelle and through personal checks.  We are currently doing well with the budget, but of course there 

is still more spending to do for the year.  The reserve right now is just over $200,000, but it is predicted 

to be about $100,000 at the close of the year.   

 

Ben showed a pie chart of where all the money is allocated.  There used to be $30,000 that went toward 

water, which we don’t have anymore due to our new irrigation system.  Landscaping is now a very large 

part of our budget.  We have one of the largest common areas in Northville, and it’s one of the reasons 

people move to our neighborhood, so our dues go, in part, to keeping it beautiful. 

 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE REPORT 

Board member Shahid Siddiqui reminded residents to find the petition form on the website, contact all 

affected neighbors for approval, then submit the petition form through the website.  He said he can 

generally respond to residents within a week.  New projects need to get approval and permits through 

the township, but existing project renovation may not.  Contact the township for more information. 

 

 

Q&A 



Kristen Goodman noted that she is not on Facebook and wanted to ensure no official HOA notices would 

be given solely through that avenue.  Ben assured her the Facebook page is resident-run and is not for 

HOA business. 

Kristen Goodman also voiced concerns about the pond. She noted that sometimes there’s an odor and 

there are still many muskrat holes and tunnels.  President Ben Gale noted that the board has made 

some improvements to the pond and is hopeful the irrigation pump will help the water quality.  He also 

noted we will be trying a new bacterial treatment to see if that will help with some of the stagnant plant 

matter that has accumulated on the bottom of the pond. There was also a brief discussion of installing a 

bubbler or fountain to help with water quality.   

 

Resident Jeffrey Ghannam brought up that garbage gets washed ashore when there is a rainstorm.  He 

asked if Begonia Brothers could rake all the leaves and debris that wash long the perimeter. Ben Gale 

stated that his research shows it’s not recommended to landscape within 6 feet of a body of water, 

including retention ponds.  Al will follow up with Begonia Brothers and ask them to do some extra 

weeding.   

 

Board member Essam noted that some of the trees around the pond may need to be trimmed, which 

might reduce some of the leaf matter that falls into the pond.  Essam suggested that an environmentally 

friendly, Michigan native species would be good around the pond.  He will seek expert advice. 

 

Resident Ken Pumford noted that one of the Bradford Pear trees at the south side of the Sheldon Rd 

entrance was dead.  Al will investigate. 

 

Resident Davide Leaver noted that some residents are not maintaining their grass appropriately.  

President Ben Gale noted that the HOA can send reminders, but the bylaws don’t give us authority for 

anything else.  The township has the authority to come out and mow and bill the resident if the grass is 

ten inches or taller. 

 

Board member Essam asked if Begonia Brothers offered any discounts to our residents as they are our 

landscape contractor.  Resident Todd Barber said he has previously gotten a discount as a Woodlands 

resident. 

 

Board member Essam asked if signs would be placed at the entrances notifying residents of the food 

trucks.  President Gale assured him they would. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 8:33pm 


